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OWquickly have
the western pral-
rien beon dotted
with populous
oities, and how
rapldly bave
Loose clties, rining
like magle from
the earth, as
sumed the form and
character of the great
centers of populution
in the far east, whose
culture aud refluement
of today are distilled
from centuries of lux:
urious sase! Here wo
have no history and
our past dees not ex-
tend beyond the mem-
it ory of living men; yet thoss
g reflnements of society which
are wupposed to come only from age. are hore
found, ready made, as it were. We enjoy
the same privileges ir sur young city which
in the older cities of the east it has taken
generations to produce. There social adven.
tages wore created ; hore we have tham trans-
planted being saved the delay of growth.

The brilliant rays of the brightly burning
lamp of the present confuse the sight, and
one who moves in Lincoln society in this juy-
ous month of December, 1800, when the **sea-
#on" with all the gayetios and nountless pleas-
ures which that magic word implies, is at its
meorriest, can bardly look back down the ave-
nues of the past far enough (o see the time—
only s short while ago—when in place of the
delights of society of today, the inhabitants of
the young capital city found their only
amusement and recreation in an occasionsl
old fashioned gathering at the rude abode of
one of the “‘early settlers,” where social con-
verse constituted the sole entertainment,

T'he svolution of the last two decades has
transformed the social life of the fiontier
town from a provincial, whols souled friend-
liness to the cultured and refined soviety of
the modern city. It is indeed diicult to rea-
lize that the state capitol whose walls even
yet echo the music and joy of the recent

harity ball, stands where only a fow years
ngo the antelope grazed in the tall grass of
Ihe prairies; that in place of the bowling ear-
‘ringes with their precious human freight
pussing and repassing in the paved streets,
the Indian and the western emigrant but a
short thme since followed the lonely teail in
the direction of the setting sun; that the
splendid honws of comfort and luxury with
which the city abounds are erected on the
spots where bat recently were pitched the
soitlors’ tonts, The transformation effected
in twenly years suggests the marvels in the
Avablan Nighta,

Porbaps, if before we turn the leaf of ‘91,
disclosing the pleasures of the new yoar, we
look buck over the pages already turned and
dimmed, we may better appreciate the
glowing promises and bright pros ects of the
new leal in the social calendar,

Twenty years ago card playing was not
gvneral.  Progressive euchre was as yet an
unrevenled fad of the future, and high five
and rmazle-dazele, #o dear to the heart of the
modern  card enthusiast, bhad not been
tesamed of,  And the facilities for dancing
of the young and at that time (comparstive-
1y} Wild western town were very meagre;
La'quently there was very Ilitle social ac-
bvity. There wers, however, a few man-
sions in the pioneer days whose owners were
wont to entertain on occasion small gather-
ings of friends which, without those inci-
dental amusements w0 common today, were
perhaps none the less agreeable. In those
days the latest arrival was hail fellow wall
met with the oldest settler and what was
Incking in ceremony was made up in perfect
good will and universal friendliness,

Many of those who are now *“in the swim"
can recall the old-time assemblies in the an-
clent Tighenor house, which was at that time
8 leading hotel and the greatest political ren-
dezvous in the state, ocoupying a position
somewhat similar 10 that now held by the
Capital. This building is still standing at
Thirtesnth and K streets, Early in the sev-
enties there we o some memorable gather-
ings in the Townley house, lately removed
from M street, near Thirteenth, and the At
wood mansion, which stowd on the site of the
present State Journal building, At the for-
mer, about 1874, there was a notable enter-
tainment at which A, C. Ziemer and Charley

Bunile, then B, & M. ticket agent, furnished
the amusement, These gentlemen operated
a telegraph line from one room to another
for the benefit of tond maidens and devoted
youths, who kept the wire burdened with
tender messages ull the evening,

Nebraska City and Lincoln wers united by
a close bond of friendship in those days and
the young people of the two towns saw a
great deal of each other. Bome of the trips
to Nebraska City will be long remembered.

When the olty was young game was plentis
ful and sportsmea could ofttimes 21 their
bags within a stome's throw of their own
door steps. It hasn't beon many years since
A, C, Ziemer shot a wolf whare the Rice waell
is now looated. Ducks were hunted in the
spring and fall in the locality of the present
site of the vitrified paving brick works and
Lowery's mill,

Lincoln has boasted an "‘opera house” so
long that the memory of the oldest inhabit-
ant runneth not to the contrary. Dramatie
performances were given in the Academy of
Music at Eleventh and C streeta; but Hallo's
opera house was the most popular resort
until it was rebuilt as the Centennial, Ever

class but a fair representation of thoss whose
social position, long since determined, en-
titles them to lead In the affairs of the gay
world.

To R. H. Oakley probably belongs the
honor of giving the club its name, He was
present at its flrst meeting and at bhis sugges-
tion it was dubbed the * Pleasant Hour™ club,
There Is some dispute as Lo the exact date of
the club's origin, the officlal records only
extonding back to 1888, but as near as can be
ascertained it was organized in October, 1874,
at a meeting beld in H, J. Walsh's office, J,
0. West, now of Grand Island, was elected
president, and R. H. Oaklay, vics prasident.
The next year West was succoeded by Onk-
ley, and then W, P. Farwell wax made the
executive, The latter died during his ten-
ure of office, the unexpired term being com-
pleted by O. W, Wobstar. After Wobstar the
following gentlemen were honored by elec-
tion to the presidency of the club: J, D. Mo
Farland, Thomas Ewing, Charles M, Carter,
(now of Columbus, Ohio), Uordon H, Frinke,
(deceased) nud J. W, Irwin, This brings the
record down to 1888, when for technical rea-
sons the original constitution was re adopted
with some modifications, and the following
officers were elected: president, C. M, Car-
ter; vice president, Frank C. Zehrung; sec-
retary, D. 0. Van Duyn; treasurer, R. O,
Outoalt; executive committes: C. E. Ma-
goon, R, H. Townley, and C, B, Lippinocott;
master of ceremonies, W, A. Green. During
the season of 18845 W. A, Green was presi-
dent and he was succeeded in 18856 by Frank
C. Zehrung, in 1886-T by A. G. Beeson, in
18578 by H. P, Foster, in 18880 by C, B8,
Lippincoty, in 1850-90 by W. E, Hardy, who
was followed by C. E. Magoon, the present
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as far back as fifteen year- ago strong attrac-
tions were common and  society always
turned out en masse w en Lhere was a “‘show"
in town, John McCullough, Mary An-
derson, the Florences, Jannuschek and Emma
Atbott were among the eminent stars who
were sean here over a decade ago, Richard
Golden, Pauline Hall and Jessie Bartlett
Davis were sa'm with Carleton before their
reputations wers made, and Marie Jansen
and Francls Wilson also appeared here in
the years ugone. “‘Chow Chow,"” as given by
Adah Richmond in the Academy of Music,

' was a strong favorite with Lincoln play-

goers and Willinm Gill's “Our Goblins” of
fiften years ago was & great event Kale
Claxton, who has assisted at the burning of
s0 many theatres, was playing in the “Two
Orphans” at Hallo's fiftesn seasons ago, when
the theatro was partially destroyed by fire.

The early governors were little given to
entertainments; but a number of receptions
were given in the old ecapitol, and the chan-
cellor’s receptions were also leading events
but a few years since,

Soclety proper has, for the past sixteen
yorrs, been largely repressnted by the Plens
ant Hour club, probably the oldest social or-
ganization in the state. For an association
dependent for perpetuation upon an annual
reorganizgation to remain intact for more
than a decade and a half s something very
unusual, The Pleasant Hour club has ens
Joyed a peculiar prosperity. Starting in a
modest way it has widened and broadened
with time until it Is now one of the most sol-
idly established {nstitutions of its kind to bo
found anywhers in the west, It stands for
the active leading element in socloty, and its
mambership includes not only the younger

incumbent,

At the time of the reorganigation of the
club, Beptember 24, the membership was  as
follows: J. N. Townley, L. ¢, Richards, C.
W. Mosher, N, C. Brock, J. L. Osborn, J. A,
Buckstaff, C. C. Burr, R. Maboney, C. D.
Hagerman, H, Whitmore, . McCluskey, A.
W, Jansen, C. E. Chute, N. C. Abbott, Dr,
Fuller, H. P. Foster, J. E. Reed, Charles
Millar, D. D. Muir, W. E, Stewart, F. Win-
gate, B. F. Cobb, G, M. Lambertson, J. I,
MacFarland, C. F. Damrow, C. H. Imhoff,
E. 8. Roose, T. H. Benton, William Stull, R,
D. Bilver, jr.. R. C. Outealt, J. E. Baum, Ed
Gerrans, H. J. Walsh, F. M. Hall and Ed
Mitchell, A, W, Field, A. G. Beeson, W, M.
Leonard, F, L. Bheldon, Frank C. Zehrung,
R. H. Townley, A. C. Parrott, D. C, Van
Duyn. E. P. Ewing, J. B, Wright, E. H. An-
drus, C. M. Carter, C, 8, Lippincott, W, A,
Green, T, Ewing, C. E. Magoon, R. H. Oak-
ley. The following additions were made to
the membership up to January 1, 1886; R. D,
Btearns, A, F. Parsons, W. B. Hargreaves,
C, M, Cobb, M. Durfee, A. W, Jansen, Ma-
son Gregg, Charles Keith, Geo SBemington, W.
B, Cross, J. A. Keith, C. Caldwell, Frank
Polk, Harry Perviman, R. Gurdy. J J. Gil-
lilany, Charles Traphagen, H. Ware, Dr, Teft,
C. T. Brown, Geo, Brown, James Mullen, A,
C. Ziemer, C. D, Pitcher, W, E. Hardy, Geo,
K. Brown, W, G. Lewis, . L. Trevitt,
Lawrence Heiskell, W. L, Pickett, W, H,
Traver, A B, Bmith, F. B. Johnson, C. F.
Barnard, J. G. White, A. H. Buckstaff, W,
K. Dennis, C. D, Hagerman, J. A. G nss,

Now members woere afterwards electod as
follows;

1886—William Brown, J, R. Lemist, J. W,
MeDonald, E. E. Bennett, R, K. Cooper, J.
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R. Hortom, 0. . Oakley, J. R. Harvey, M.
H. Tilton, Victor White, David Baovm, Dr
Bummer, Mason Gregg, A. B. law, F. W, A*
Kind, J. E. Thompson, C. Randall, Fred
Weobster, J, M. Kruse, B, Trickey, Geo.
Cook, E. E. Barton, W. B, McArthur, Geo,
Kingsley, J. H. W. Hawkins, J. H. McMur-
try, J. R. Lemist, H. A. Burkbardt, W, C,
Davis, W, G, Durrell, F. McClusky, Frank
Gregg, Geo, Foresman, O, T, Brown, W, E.
Btewart, W. A. Green.

1887—~E. R. Bmith, W. H. Hoffman, H. R.
Wiley, A. 8, Badger, John Higginbotham,E
B. Green, W, P. Heiskell, C. R. Richter, A.
H. Cunningham, L. M. Taylor, J, E. Doug-
Inss, Myron Wheelor, K. K. Hayden,

1888 K, B Henkle, Frank Smith, T. W,
Griftith, C. G. Dawes, ., E. Waite, H. (",
Nutt, jr., Otto Mohrenstecker, H, K. Ker-
man, C, B, Manning, W. H. Brevoort, Dr
Giffen, C. 8, Mullen, Geo, Holden.

1880—R. Rehlander, Dr. F, D. Crim, F. C
Bholes, H. J. Hall, Geo, McArthur, J. W,
Maxwell, Honey Mansfield, C. J. Templeton,
Dr. W, . Reeves, H. R. Nissley Dr. C. E,
Hpabr, M. . Aitken, Dr, K. C. Trodgen, .
C, Bt Jobhn, 8. T st John,

1800—Dr, C. F. Ladd, E. E. Henkle, R. B,
Melntosh, W. J. Dennis, John T. West, Wing
Allen, George Harper, O, A, Olmstead, Har-
ry Krug, W. Morton SBmith, H. B, Clarkson,
William Johnson and George Covert,

The oldest consecutive momber of the club
is Frank Zebhrung, who joined fifteen years
ago. For seven years he was the youngest
member, In the very early days the leading
spirits were Frank L. Bheldon, L. C. Rich-
ards, J. A. Buckstaff, Ceorge A. Bpencer,
W. P. Farwell, D. D, Muir, L. C. Dunn, Ed
Kdight (now residing in the sast), R H. Oak-
ley, Frank C Zehrung, O. W, Webster, O,
M. Carter, C, C. Caldwell, J. M, Irwin (now
of Quiney, [1L), H. J, Walsh, J. D. MacFar-
land, G. M. Lambertson, Thomas Ewing, B
F. Cobb, N, C, Abbott, J. J. Deck, Dr. F. G,
Fuller (deceased), J. H, Alford, J. 0. Wesn',
Col. J. N. Townley (deceased), 8, 8, Brock
(deceased), J. H. McMurtry, Carl Funke, J.
M. Ferguson, A, G. Beeson, R. C. Outcolt
W. M. Cole, George B. Harris and a few
others, whose names are not now recalled
The parties were held in the Academy of
Music the first fow years, afterward in the
oity hall opposite the postoffice, and later in
Temple hall. Good form in the early days
did not demand full dress at the Pleasant
Hour assemblies, and the parties were marked
by the entire absence of formalivy that mev-
itably follows the introduction of the claw
humuer, earringes and flowers, For a long
t me the town boasted only one “hack™ nud
everybody walked, Cutaways and Prince
Alberts and the usual indoor feminine ap-
parel constituted “‘full dress.,” A new era
dawned wn or tvelve years ago, when G, W
Fawall broke the ice and appeared innspick
and span swallow-tail. His example wes
followed by a few of the bravest among the
men, but it took some time before the weai-
15 of these dress suits overcame the feeling
of sheepishness which nccompanies most un-
usual acts of this nature. Then custom de-
manded carriages and the Pleasaut Hour
parties gradually became more and wore
elaborate until the present condition of
affairs was reached,

Bometimes there were a8 many as a huu-
dred members and oceasionally the numbe
dropped to thirty or forty. At one tane a
party was given at which only flve couples
were present. Among the nowable assem-
blies under vhe suspices of the club may be
mentioned the ball opening the sast wing of
the state capitol, which was an eveat of pe-
culiar importance at the time, The custom
of giving a recoption to newly mar-
riml members has been observed al-
most  from the foundation of the
club and these recoptions have always
been delightful occasions, A number of very
successtul calico und leap year parties have
also been given. The events of the present
season are still fresh in the memory of
readers of THE COURIER and do not call for
further comment at this time,

The Pleasant Hour Junior elub, organized
in 1887, composed, as might be inferred from
its name, of the younger members of society
divided honors for u time with its namesake,
and until it merged with the latter, at the
commencement of the present season, had »
brilliant and higbly successful career,

At a preliminary meoting held October 20,
1887, at which C, J, Templeton was cbhairman,
a temporary organization was effscted, with
the following officers: President, J. W,
Maxwell; vice president, E. E Edwards;
secrotary and treasurer, Oscar F. Funke, At
the second mesting, held Octaber 24, a con-
stitution was adopted and the following offi-
cers were elected to serve the ensuing years
President, Fred W. Housz; vice president,
Frank L. Hathaway; secretary, Osear F.
Funke; treasurer, J. W, Maxwell; master of
ceremonies, B, K, Edwards, The signers of
the copstitution were: ¥, W, Houts, Frank
Hathaway, Osoar F, Funke, J. W, Maxwell,
E, K. Edwards, Lou 8. Storrs, Stous, C. J.
Temploton, Baum, G. Bmith, Robert Muir,
Young, McClay, Will Hammond, lub'onnﬂ.
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